Hertzl Peula (Grade 3-4)
By: Shimmy Jesin 


Discussion: Tell the chanichim that Barack Obama wrote this letter to Binyamin Netanyahu:
Dear Prime Minister Netanyahu,
The current situation in the Middle East has gone out of control. After many peace talks and discussions amongst my cabinet, we have decided to offer the Jewish people the state of Florida to be their new home, and let the Arabs have Israel. Florida has close to the same temperature and is bigger than Israel, and if you choose to accept this generous offer, we will order all of the non-Jews to leave, so it will be only a Jewish state. This solution will permanently solve the problem in the Middle East, and will bring peace to everyone, and we highly advise you accept it. We will leave you with 2 weeks to decide.
Sincerely, Barack Obama
Discussion Points:
- Why is it important for Jews to have a homeland? 
- What do you think Netanyahu should do?

Tell story of Theodore Herzl:
- In 1894, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in the French army, was unjustly accused of treason, mainly because of the current anti-Semitism 
- He concluded that anti-Semitism was an irreversible factor in human society, which assimilation did not solve… Jews must have a home land.
- The First Zionist Congress in Switzerland, concluded that:
“Zionism seeks to establish a home for the Jewish people in Palestine secured under public law.”
- He proposed the British Uganda Program as a temporary refuge for Jews in Russia in immediate danger. Herzl was suggesting moving the Jews to Uganda but all the members of the Zionist Congress rejected his idea. 
- His fellow Jews would only accept a homeland in Israel and although Herzl was not alive to see it in 1948 Israel was declared a Jewish state. 
Game: Get Off My Land 
Sum it up: Every day the Jews in Israel face different struggles. People always try to kick them off their land but no matter how hard it gets we must always remember that Israel is our home and nowhere else could replace it not even Florida and we can never give it up. We have to forever fulfill Hertzel’s dream of having the State of Israel and must remember that without him we would might not have it today.

